Stress birefringence in the human cornea.
Stress-induced birefringence is used in engineering to determine the distribution of mechanical stress in experimental models. The phenomenon has previously been reported in the cat cornea but no data for the human exists. A qualitative description of stress-induced birefringence in the human cornea in vitro is presented. Circularly polarised light is then used to detect the phenomenon in the post-operative human cornea in vivo.